 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HONORS 208G

MUSIC IN TIME AND SPACE

L. Spitzer ● TUTH
  11:45-1:00 PM

Through our auditory senses and intellectual faculties, music offers an ideal means for intelligent and humanistic examination of peoples and cultures, and for the understanding and enhancement of life.  Types of music covered include jazz, rock and roll, classical, and world music.  Diverse topics such as artists’ constitutional rights, how to shop for CDs, and systematic instruction in the listening process will be considered.  Music videos and live, in-class performances will be used as a basis for student-led discussions.  Research writings related to major fields of interest will be emphasized.

Laura Spitzer is Associate Professor of Piano at New Mexico State University. Prior to coming to NMSU in Fall, 2000, she was a touring concert pianist for 16 years. She has performed under contract with the Community Concert Association, and appeared with symphonies such as the Los Angeles Concordia Orchestra, Eastern Connecticut Symphony Orchestra, and the Nevada Symphony.

The recipient of four touring grants from the Nevada State Council on the Arts and the Nevada Humanities Committee, Dr. Spitzer has traveled with her Steinway grand packed into her truck since 1984, bringing classical music to hundreds of rural communities and schools throughout the U.S. and western Canada. In recognition of this contribution, she was honored with the 1986 Nevada Governor's Arts Award. She has been featured on ABC World News Tonight, NBC Nightly News, NBC Sunday Today, and The West nationwide, and in such publications as People, Time, Reader's Digest, Mother Earth News, New York Times, Piano and Keyboard, Clavier, and Overdrive.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HONORS 214G/314G

SUCCESSFUL SCHOLARSHIP WRITING

J. Ackleson ● TU
11:45 – 12:45 p.m.

Honors 214/314 develops skills vital for successful scholarship and graduate school applications.  Through hands-on workshops, students will identify, learn about and apply for major awards including the Rhodes, Marshall, Truman, Goldwater, NSF and Fulbright scholarships.  In addition, students will explore opportunities that help build strong backgrounds for careers and advanced study.  Underclassmen are especially encouraged to enroll.

Dr. Ackleson is the Office of National Scholarships Coordinator and Associate Director of the Honors College.

HONORS 216G

ENCOUNTERS WITH ART

J. Fitzsimmons ● TUTH 10:20-11:35

Art often reflects the society that produced it.  Traditionally, art has fulfilled a variety of purposes, addressing such themes as religion (spirituality), politics (propaganda), race and gender, patronage and censorship.  Through slide lectures, videos, field trips, project assignments and a research paper, students will explore the different roles art has played, past and present, to come to an understanding of modern life and aesthetics.

Professor Fitzsimmons teaches art history in the Department of Art.  Her interests are the art of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and the major cultural and social changes reflected in the art of these periods.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HONORS 219G

EARTH, TIME, AND LIFE

J. Amato

TUTH  10:20-11:35


Laboratory
W    1:30-4:30 PM

“Civilization exists by geological consent, subject to change without notice.”  This relationship between geology and human culture is usually taken for granted until disaster strikes: earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, hurricanes, landslides, floods, droughts, and groundwater contamination all can have serious impacts on the quality of life.  We can understand these events by studying earth processes.  We can use the present to understand the past and use the past to make intelligent decisions about how we live on this planet.  This course provides an introduction to understanding geology and its impact on human life.  You must register for a GEOL 111G lab section (see the catalog for times) and these labs will be supplemented by other material and an occasional optional weekend field trip.

Dr. Amato is an associate professor in Geological Sciences.  His research focuses on plate tectonics and the evolution of continents and is based on field work in Siberia, Alaska, the Swiss Alps, and in the southwest United States.

HONORS 221G

SEEKING THE WAY: SPIRIT AND INTELLECT IN PREMODERN CHINA

K. Hammond

TUTH ● 1:10 – 2:35 P.M.

Human beings have attempted to make sense of their place in the world, and in society, in many different ways. In China this endeavor has largely been encompassed within four interacting thought systems: Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism, and popular religion/cosmology. These spiritual paths all seek to develop a sense of both social ethics and cosmic order, or the Way of being. In different ways at different times over the course of more than two thousand years, some thinkers have seen great convergence between these Ways, while others have argued passionately for the exclusive supremacy of one doctrine or another. This course will introduce the basic teachings and concepts of premodern Chinese spiritual and intellectual life, and will encourage students to develop their own understanding of the issues and answers proposed within this still dynamic cultural tradition.

Dr. Hammond teaches East and Southeast Asian history. His field of specialization is the cultural and intellectual history of China, in particular the Ming Dynasty from the fifteenth through the seventeenth centuries.

HONORS 229G

THE NEW TESTAMENT AS LITERATURE

J. Denk ● MWF   10:30 – 11:20

Sources of the canonical books, their translations, rhetorical modes, and authorship provide literary, rather than theological, foundations for the New Testament which offer special challenges in the twenty-first century.  This course will examine these literary foundations and contrast the canonical works with non-canonical gospels to add yet another dimension.  Various versions of the New Testament, together with some commentaries, provide the texts for this course.

Dr. Denk is college professor emeritus of English and former professor of Computer Science.  His current research interests focus on classical literature and the textual history of the New Testament.

HONORS 232G

THE HUMAN MIND

M. Guynn ●  MWF 9:30 – 10:20

As far as we know, the human mind is the most complex machine in the entire universe.  It holds the keys to our thoughts and feelings, our perceptions and our desires.  The goals of this course are to examine the current understanding of the intricate relationship between mind and matter, the functional organization of the human mind, the evolutionary origins of this functional design, and the implications for understanding human emotional and cognitive processes.

Dr. Guynn is a cognitive psychologist with a primary interest in understanding the processes of human memory.  Her current research focuses on how people are able to remember to perform intended actions in the absence of a direct prompt to remember.

HONORS 233G

SOCIAL PROBLEMS

M. Horowitz ( TUTH 1:10 – 2:35 PM

In this course, we will critically examine the political-economic and cultural roots of a variety of contemporary social problems.  We will pay particular attention to race, class, and gender issues, as well as the role of the mass media in shaping our understandings of social problems.  We will challenge common beliefs about social problems and how such beliefs are influenced by the powerful in society.  Among the problems considered are social inequality, poverty, environmental crisis, and global sweatshops.

Dr. Horowitz is Assistant Professor of Sociology in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology.  His research and teaching areas include social theory, globalization, social movements, and the U.S.-Mexico border region.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HONORS 234G

THE WORLDS OF ARTHUR

G. Lavender  ● MW  9:05 – 10:20 

“The Worlds of Arthur” will investigate the various renditions of the legends of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table.  As we witness the evolution of this great story through time, we see not only a historical evolution, but a psychological, social, cultural, religious, and mythic progression as well. We will also consider Arthur in film, visual art, and popular culture. We will read and discuss the pertinent works of Geoffrey of Monmouth, Thomas Malory, Chrétien de Troyes, Robert de Boron, Alfred Lord Tennyson,  T. H. White, John Steinbeck, and others.  

Professor Lavender’s research and teaching interests are in the areas of mythology and the literary essay.


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HONORS 235G

THE WORLD OF ANTHROPOLOGY

C. Eber ● TH  2:30 – 5:00 PM

Through studying past and present cultures anthropologists have discovered that humans have been remarkably similar, i.e. motivated by many of the same needs, fears, and hopes. Despite fundamental similarities, humans have created vastly different cultural systems in response to their environments and other factors.  The diverse ways of being and knowing that have resulted from these responses will be the focus of this course.  The course will also survey the history of ideas about culture and other key concepts in cultural anthropology.  Several ethnographies - the books that anthropologists write from indepth research in particular societies - will provide the case studies for the course.

Dr. Eber is a cultural anthropologist whose areas of research include gender, religion, art, humanistic anthropology, feminist theory, women's studies, and indigenous peoples of Mexico. 

HONORS 265G

PRINCIPLES OF HUMAN COMMUNICATION

A. Hubbell ( TUTH
8:55-10:10

The fabric of everyday life is woven together by interaction through speaking and listening.  Since oral communication is our primary means of communication, this course will explore how oral communication functions, how it may be managed, and how you can improve your skills.  Specifically, we will cover such topics as verbal communication, intercultural communication, and public speaking.  Since this is a general education course, you will be developing your critical thinking skills through a number of oral assignments emphasizing clear organization and clear advocacy.

Dr. Hubbell is an Associate Professor in the Department of Communication Studies.  She teaches undergraduate and graduate classes in the areas of organizational and health communication and publishes studies examining organizational trust and health disparities among minority populations.

HONORS 313

RESEARCH AND WRITING

C. Murrell (MWF  10:30-11:20


Honors 313 is designed to prepare students for the research and writing necessary to produce a well-written Honors Thesis.  The course also is open to Honors-eligible students who would like to refine their research and writing skills.  Students will submit a research analysis of academic sources, a proposal and/or research paper during the semester.  To accomplish these goals, students will learn how to develop topics, explore library sources available in their individual disciplines, conduct primary and secondary research, develop critical thinking skills and critique other students’ proposals and research papers in a workshop setting. NOTE: Honors 313 does not count toward Honors Certificate Program certification.

Professor Murrell has been teaching composition and literature at NMSU since 1988.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HONORS 364G

JEWISH LITERATURE AND CULTURE (A&S)

G. Lampert  ● MWF 10:30 – 11:20

The core texts of this course will be the most popular Jewish writing of the Biblical, Rabbinic, and modern eras: Genesis, Jonah, Esther, Ethics of the Fathers, the Passover Haggadah, the poetry of Yehuda Amichai and Hannah Senesh, and the songs of Naomi Shemer.  We also look at stories by Colorado author Steven Schwartz, American iconic author Bernard Malamud, and Israeli authors Amos Oz, A.B. Yehoshua, and Avner Mandelman..  With each work, we will ask why it was written and for whom, and why audiences have received it so well.  All readings will be in English translation.  Students will also choose research work from the vast body of Jewish Literature that we cannot cover together and will report their research to the class.

Gabriel Lampert is past president of Temple Beth El in Las Cruces, where he has taught Biblical Hebrew classes and where his calligraphic designs adorn the ark doors.  His story “Journey” was published in Response magazine and later made part of the Cleveland College of Jewish Studies course on Jewish American Short Stories.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HONORS 380G

COMPARATIVE ECONOMIC SYSTEMS (BA)

M. G. Ellis ● TUTH
  10:20-11:35

Existing stable economic systems and those in transition will be analyzed by comparing them with each other and contrasting them with the pure theoretical models of capitalism, socialism, and communism.  Specific problems - resource scarcities, military expenditures, role of women, environmental abuse - will be studied in relation to each economic system’s adaptability and tolerance.  Students will be expected to write three medium-length essays during the semester on topics of class discussions.

Dr. Ellis’s major areas of publication and research include Navajo tribal economic development and the economics of health and medical care.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HONORS 382G

CONTEMPORARY MULTICULTURAL WOMEN’S LITERATURE (A&S)

R. Garay ●  TUTH
  10:20-11:35

We will read, discuss, and write about literature in which contemporary U.S. women writers explore connections and contradictions of gender, race, ethnicity, cultural heritage, subjectivity and the act of writing.  The course focuses on women writers who find themselves speaking the language of two or more cultures—the special or private language shaped by family, history, and ethnic heritage and the public or dominant language that informs social communication in the United States—and who forge texts that allow them to express complex subectivity as well as negotiation of expectations of U.S. and "home"cultures in the context of gendered experience. 

Dr. Garay is an Assistant Professor in the Department of English.  Her areas of specialization as teacher and scholar are Chicanao literature, modern and contemporary African American literature, and the genre of autobiography. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HONORS 385G

CONSUMERS AND THE LAW (BA)

N. Compton ● W
2:30-5:00 PM

The problem of consumer rights is a vital and complex contemporary issue.  Honors 385G is an interdisciplinary inquiry into the rights of the consumer in society.  Legal, economic, ethical, psychological, sociological, and political implications will be explored through readings, class discussions, and contributions of guest speakers.  The course will be of interest to both business and non-business majors.

Professor Compton is an attorney and a professor in the Department of Finance.  Her areas of research interest are discrimination in the work place and medical malpractice.  She has received the Roush Award for excellence in teaching.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1HONORS 411G

GREAT THEOREMS: THE ART OF MATHEMATICS (A&S)

D. PENGELLEY  ●  TUTH
2:35 -3:50 PM

The ancient Greeks counted algebra and geometry among the seven liberal arts. Adopting the view of mathematics as art, we will examine the creation of some mathematical masterpieces from antiquity to the twentieth century.  A careful analysis of these theorems and their proofs by reading original sources will illustrate the aesthetic spirit that pervades mathematics; a comparison with modern theorems and methods will demonstrate the progress mathematics achieves through abstraction.  We will also place the theorems in a larger historical context (including a focus on the individuals who discovered the theorems) since mathematics is an inseparable part of human history, effecting profound changes in people’s lives.

Prerequisites: grades of B or better in MATH 192 and any upper-division MATH/STAT course, with overall 3.2 GPA, or consent of instructor.  NOTE: This course may be counted towards either a major or a minor in mathematics.

Dr. Pengelley is a professor in the Department of Mathematical Sciences.  His research areas are algebraic topology, history of mathematics, and mathematics education.

